
R4 Rural Resilience 

Initiative



R4 Rural Resilience 

Initiative



R4 Rural Resilience 

Initiative



R4 Rural Resilience 

Initiative
Liv

e
lih

o
o

d
s a

n
d

fo
o

d
 n

e
e

d
s m

e
t

Seasonal food 

shortages during 

lean season

Cycle of livelihoods decline

HH Food 

Availabilty 

and Access

No shortages in a 

good year, but little 

margin



R4 Rural Resilience 

Initiative
Liv

e
lih

o
o

d
s a

n
d

fo
o

d
 n

e
e

d
s m

e
t

Major drought has immediate and long 

term impacts on household livelihoods

Drought

Cycle of livelihoods decline

HH Food 

Availabilty 

and Access

Social Safety Net 

programme 
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Insurance Payout
Drought

R4 Rural Resilience Model

HH Food 

Availabilty 

and Access

Drought risk reduction – e.g. an irrigation 

system– limits impact of drought

SP programme 
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Access to credit allows increased productivity, 

diversification and ability to save, protected by insurance

R4 Rural Resilience Model

Drought

HH Food 
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Risk reduction, insurance and savings provide a resilient set 

of risk management tools to protect the food security that 

the household is building

Drought

R4 Rural Resilience Model

HH Food 

Availabilty 

and Access
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Social safety nets can be an effective delivery channel for risk transfer and risk 

reduction at scale

Insurance for Work (IFW) allows poor households access to risk transfer tools

Focus on improving yields and income via education, risk reduction plus access to 

improved inputs through savings, credit and protected by insurance

Building a sustainable commercial market & improving government social 

protection can help perpetuate program benefits beyond donative period

Integrating risk transfer can make safety nets more cost effective and help build 

sustainable rural risk transfer markets – R4 is working to build the evidence base to 

prove this! 

Lessons from R4 
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